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TCHAIKOVSKY Piano Concerto No.2 (original version)
TCHAIKOVSKY Manfred Symphony
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With one great piano concerto to his name, Tchaikovsky might
have felt satisfied with his efforts. In his second concerto,
Tchaikovsky gives piano and orchestra a spectacular, virtuosic
battle, before taking a turn into delightful chamber music —
extremes fused together in music.

Tchaikovsky had a perfect sense of the dramatic, and a genius
for great melody. His symphonic poem Manfred combines
the two to make his richest orchestral work. It's inspired by
Byron's poem, whose romantic hero Manfred banishes himself
to wander in mountain wilderness where he laments the loss
of his beloved, Astarte. He encounters the wild landscape,
shepherds, hunters, and the miraculous appearance of an
Alpine Spiritin the rainbow of an icy waterfall. In Tchaikovsky's
hands Manfred comes to life — like its composer, poetically
inspired.
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GLAZUNOV Raymonda Suite (arr. Korndorf)
STRAVINSKY Concerto in E flat Dumbarton Oaks
BORODIN Symphony No.2
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ALEXANDER LAZAREV
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Alexander Borodin had a busy career as a chemist, with time
for writing music only during holidays or when he was sick. His
friends used to wish him ill health, so that he would compose
more —they were joking, of course! Borodin's second symphony
is full of his trademark expansiveness and lyricism — brilliantly
sculpted and quintessentially Russian. Alexander Glazunov
composed delightful ballets, and perhaps the best among
them told the story of Raymonda. Raymonda is being wooed
by two dashing young suitors — a charming, handsome prince
and a fiery 'bad-boy’. The question is, which gentleman will
she choose? Glazunov sets the story and its many diversions
with a ravishing and refined touch. Alexander Lazarev’s last
performances of Shostakovich’s soul-stirring Symphony No.11
in Hong Kong were remarkable, and here he will temper the
Russian romance with Stravinsky's sunniest music, Dumbarton
Oaks—a dance-infused showpiece for chamber orchestra. Join
us to experience Lazarev with repertoire that's in his heart.
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TCHAIKOVSKY Hamlet Overture
TCHAIKOVSKY Rococo Variations
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PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet (vedernikov Suite)
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Alexander Vedernikov conductor
Johannes Moser cello
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“[JOHANNES
MOSER 15]
ONE OF
THE FINEST
AMONG THE
ASTONISHING
GALLERY
OF YOUNG
VIRTUOSO
CELLISTS.”

Gramophone
Magazine
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Shakespeare's immortal words have
inspired artists through the ages. But
Russian composers felt a special affinity
with the Bard — in his plays, they found
drama and profound humanity to set
to music. Tchaikovsky led the way. His
Hamlet overture is a brooding portrayal
of the Danish prince, the doomed
Ophelia, and the dark surrounds of the
palace Elsinore.

Prokofiev's Romeo and Juliet is his
ultimate achievement —a masterpiece of
dance and drama that became an instant
classic. Conductor Alexander Vedernikov
has selected his own suite of music
from the ballet for these concerts, so
alongside the best-loved dances, there
will be new jewels to discover.

And between these two great
tragic works, we hear Tchaikovsky
in elegant Classical mode, with his
Rococo Variations — a silvery tribute to
the elegance of Tchaikovsky's hero,
Mozart. Dashing young cellist Johannes
Moser makes his HKPO début in these
concerts.
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