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Some music is revolutionary in its vision. Beethoven seems
to have had only days to compose his violin concerto, but he
managed to break all the barriers with it, creating a work of
triumph. Longer, more ambitious, more expressive than any
string concerto that had come before, Beethoven's became
the model by which romantic composers would measure their
own attempts —a musical hero, but a daunting one. Brahms felt
Beethoven's influence more than most
composers. His ambition to write a
first symphony was postponed

for years, in the knowledge of

what Beethoven had achieved

in his symphonies. But we can

be thankful for this, since

during that time Brahms
enriched other musical

forms — like the serenade.

Frank Peter Zimmermann,

whose supreme artistry is
acclaimed around the world,
makes his HKPO début in these
concerts — not to be missed! B
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BARTOK Violin Concerto No.1
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BARTOK The Miraculous Mandarin Suite
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Bartdk's first violin concerto was unknown until after his death.
Composed as a tender love letter for violinist Stefi Geyer (who
did not return his feelings) it was hidden away by them both
for the rest of Bartok's life. And as with the love story, this
lyrical outpouring was left incomplete. Unfinished business,
just like the Zwickau Symphony, Schumann'’s first fresh attempt
at symphonic writing. His Fantasie dates from later maturity,
and features a bravura violin solo. Here the composer was
at the lucid height of his powers — an irresistible tour
de force for guest artist Isabelle Faust. The Miraculous
Mandarin, with its grotesque and horrifying plot-turned-
pantomime, still has the power to shock 100 years after
its premiere. The miraculous mandarin cannot be killed,
despite three ghastly murder attempts. Only when he

feels love can he die.
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