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Only years after Wagner's death could Parsifal be heard
anywhere but in his own opera theatre in Bayreuth. His last
opera is meant to be played at Easter, as we do in these
concerts. Its final scenes are set on Good Friday, when the
knight Parsifal achieves his quest, unveiling the Holy Grail to
his fellow knights — a powerful symbol of brotherhood and
redemption. Hans de Vlieger has taken Wagner's opera and
fashioned an orchestral quest, without voices, so that we
can hear some of the most profound and moving music ever
written for orchestra. Another veil is lifted to reveal Chen
Qigang’s masterwork, Iris Dévoilée. While Parsifal centres on
man and his struggles, this work is about the eternal feminine,
and explores its theme through a series of musical portraits —
nine aspects of womanhood.

EDO SAYS: “I'M PROUD THAT CHEN QIGANG'S WORK HAS
FEATURED DURING MY TIME IN HONG KONG. MANY COMPOSERS
TRY TO LINK EAST AND WEST IN THEIR MUSIC. BUT CHEN SUCCEEDS
— HE'S THE REAL THING. IT'S MUSIC WHICH IS INTRIGUING AND FULL
OF COLOUR.”
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John Adams' Harmonielehre was inspired by a series of
vivid dreams which freed him from a creative block that had
stopped him in his composing tracks. This work has become
a modern-day classic for its sheer excitement. It piles layers
of concentrated orchestral texture over one another, resulting
in a compelling momentum of sound — thrilling effects which
gained Harmonielehre its place among seminal 20th century
musical works. Don Quixote depicts the misguided old
gentleman who decides to take up the life of a wandering
knight. Flutes and trumpets become bleating sheep; all the
woodwind join in for a wild ride high in the air. And the
knight's faithful sidekick, Pancho Sanchez, offers his comments
on the action courtesy of the tuba and viola. But the star is
the cello, Don Quixote himself, taken by our Principal Cello
Richard Bamping.

EDO SAYS: “RICK BAMPING AND | HAVE TALKED ABOUT

PLAYING DON QUIXOTE FOR YEARS. HIS CHARISMA AS A PERFORMER
IS AMAZING — HE PUTS EVERYTHING INTO THE MUSIC.”
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